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DIRECTIONS

SOUTHERN TRAILHEAD (SOUTH ENTRANCE PARKING AREA) – The southern trailhead for this hike is located at the South Entrance.  It is located about 50 miles (which took us nearly 1 ½ hours to drive) from Jackson, Wyoming.  Follow 191 North out of Jackson (which is also 89/287) through Grand Teton National Park to the southern entrance to Yellowstone National Park.  Once you clear the gate, go about 500 yards and turn right into the parking area that overlook the Snake River.  A ranger station is nearby (but they don’t issue backcountry permits here to my knowledge.)  The south entrance is normally open to wheeled vehicles from the first Friday of May through the first Sunday in November, and to tracked oversnow vehicles from the third Wednesday in December to Monday of the second full week in March. Limited services are available near the south entrance. 

NORTHERN TRAILHEAD (HEART LAKE PARKING AREA) – The northern trailhead is located about thirty minutes north of the southern entrance to the park.  It is on your right and marked signs that indicate this is the lot for Heart Lake access.  There are no facilities in this location.  

We parked at the southern entrance, and hitched back to it from the Heart Lake parking area.  There’s a lot of traffic in the summer on the park road that joins these two trailheads, and we got a ride within 15 mintues.  

Jackson, Wyoming has the closest airport to the trailhead, but Billings and Bozeman, Montana also have airports that provide access to the park.  There was a $20 fee to enter the park when we visited (which was good for access to Grand Teton National Park as well) for seven days.
